STAFF 984-7500

Office: (864) 984-7500................. Family Life Center: 984-0531
Email .ooooiiiiiiee e fbaptist@prtcnet.com
Rev. Rickey Letson ........cccveeieeeciieiieeciee e, Senior Minister
Rev Adair Rogers ........cccc.e... Minister of Music/Senior Adults
Rev. Tommy CoX ..vevveveeeiieeiieeiie e, Minister of Education
Rev. Carl Tolbert.........ccceeuenee. Minister of Youth & Recreation
Elizabeth Franklin ................... Director of Children’s Ministries
Joe Greer .......ccceveevennnne. Director of the Martha Franks Singers
Brenda Garrett ........ceevevvevieecieiierieeeieeene Financial Secretary
Tana Adams........ccoecveeeeeienienieeeeee e Ministers” Secretary
Heather ROgers.......ccoocvevvevveriieicieee Kindergarten Director
Kathy Chamlee, Counselor ...........c.ccevveniiennne 1-888-293-7585
OFFICE HOURS

Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-4:30pm, Friday: 8:30am-1:00pm

USHERS

Stan Coleman, Chairman............. Johnnie Bolt, Assist. Chairman

Randy Garrett, Assist. Chairman
Richey Cook, Monthly Chairman ..........cceeceerueenneanns December
Bill BObO .....coveeviiiiineee. Keith Blore .......cccccueuee.e. Jim Cothran
Fred Fridy ....cccoovevvveirennns Kris Hornberger................ Bob Kesler
Mike Lindley .................... Don Mclntyre ................ Dale Nelson
Lance Robertson............... High Stone..................... Van Tumblin

NURSERY ASSIGNMENTS
December 7, 2014 (1* Sunday)

Melody Coleman, Ross Jacks .........c.cocoeeeeririnnnncnne Bed Babies
Ann Marie & Callie Letson .........cccceveevienieiencenene. 1 year olds
Seth & Melissa CrOW.......c.coveereeerieiienienieieeieeieeeeens 2 year olds
Walter & Merry Chandler ..........ccoccoevieiiiiinineee 3 year olds
Jeff & Jamie Field .........cccooeiiiiniiien 4 & 5 year olds

Coordinator: Neill & Kimberly Martin

December 14, 2014 (2" Sunday)

David & Susannah Hardy...........cccooooviiiiiriie, Bed Babies
Lee & Julie COOPET...cuiiiieiiciieiieeeieieere e 1 year olds
Rhett & Kristy Rinaca .........occoeeevienvenieieieeeeeenee, 2 year olds
Kevin & Ashley Bragg .......coccovveevienienieieeeeeeee, 3 year olds
Jeff & Anna Brink .........ccoooviiiiiiiiiiiiin 4 & 5 year olds

Coordinator: Jeff & Kim Mitchum

December 21, 2014 (3™ Sunday)

Van & Keri Tumblin..........cccoeeeeiviriiirceeeeeeeeeens Bed Babies
Andy & Courtney West........ccevvvereereenreenreereeeeneeennes 1 year olds
Ryan & Lindsay WilSOnN ........ccccceevvevieniieieeiesienieenne. 2 year olds
Matthew & Meg TUIMET.........cccevvierieeniienieeeiee e 3 year olds
Heath & Ashley Coggins........ccccccvevevveeieeenieennnnnnn 4 & 5 year olds

Coordinator: JP & Claire Pratt

December 28, 2014 (4™ Sunday)

Ben & Leigh Little ....c.coooeeiniieniiicceccccncee Bed Babies
Susan & Maxie Burns...........ccocceeveeeeeecenienieceeeene 1 year olds
Richard & Heather Coggins ........cccovveveveciveieneeneenee. 2 year olds
Duane & Laura Dennie.........ccccoceeveeveienenencncncnenne. 3 year olds
Lauren LUizZ .....ccovvviieiiiecieeeecc e 4 & 5 year olds

Coordinator: Van & Keri Tumblin

MINISTER ON CALL:

One of our ministers will be on call every weekend, so
if you have a need, please don’t hesitate to call us! The

minister on call schedule is:

Dec 1-7 Rickey Letson.............
Dec 8-14 Adair Rogers...............
Dec 15-21 Carl Tolbert.................
Dec 22-28 Tommy Cox................
Dec 29-Jan 4 Rickey Letson.............

THE TIE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
First Baptist Church U.S. Postage Paid
300 West Main Street Permit No. 70
Laurens, SC 29360 Laurens, SC 29360

678-230-8341
864-923-1631
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Offering Totals

As of November 16,2014 YTD

General Fund Goal
General Fund Receipts

$887,804.14
$893,096.47

Deaths

John Patterson
Member 1965-2014

Sarah Sullivan
Member 1951-2014
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Please join us on Sunday, Decemboer 7, as the Sanctuary Choir and
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR. PASTOR

Looking Back, Looking Forward

On the Sunday before Thanksgiving, our worship focused on the life principle that being thankful involves the
two disciplines of looking backward and looking forward. What that means is that when we are truly thankful, we
look back and give thanks for the blessings of God and the blessings of others that have helped us to arrive at the
place where we find ourselves today. At the same time, being thankful also involves looking forward as we think
about what it means to live in light of our blessings and to be good stewards of them. Just as others have helped us
to become who we are, our job now involves sharing with others that they too might have the chance to benefit
from the same gifts and blessings that have come our way.

This work of looking backward and forward is also a good practice for us as a church as one year comes to an end
and as another looms on the horizon. As we look back, we must say that God has richly blessed us in this year. In
2014, our people have given generously and regularly. As a result, we are well positioned to meet our financial
needs for the year and we have been able to carry out all of our ministry goals. This has allowed us not only to
care for our own people but to also reach out to new people who have come into our midst. To date, we have
welcomed over 40 new members into the life of FBC in 2014 and our programs have been filled with old and new
faces all eager to learn, grow and develop into who God wants us to be. We have also been able to reach out to our
community. In 2014, we have supported the Bell Foundation for the Blind, the Memorial Home, Martha Franks,
the Shepherds Center, the Laurens Baptist Crisis Center, the Laurens Elementary Backpack program, the work of
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in Allendale, SC and Baptist Missions causes throughout South Carolina, the
United States and the World. Again, as we look back, we have much for which to be thankful.

At the same time, as we look forward to 2015, there remains much work to be done. Yet again, our generosity, our
willingness to share our gifts and our faithfulness to stewardship will be required as we do our best to live out
Christ’s calling on our lives. On the opposite page, you will find our proposed operating budget for FBC in 2015.
This budget comes to you as a unanimous recommendation from our Ministerial Staff, our Finance Committee
and our Fellowship of Deacons. We would ask that you study it carefully and come on Sunday morning,
December 7™ prepared to affirm this recommendation. We would also ask that together, out of our gratitude for
God’s blessings , that we would all commit now to being equally faithful as stewards in the year ahead.

As you examine the budget on the next page, here are some highlights that you will want to be attentive to...

e The overall budget increase is 2.1%. We feel that based on increased giving in recent years this is a very
manageable budget for us to meet on both a monthly basis and for the year.

e The biggest increases are in the line items for Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry. These increases
relate to both ministries having renewed energy and the anticipation of a full year of programming.

e The line items for church staff reflect a 3% raise for both ministerial staff and support staff.

e Line items that show decreases from 2014 to 2015 are the result of those areas being underspent and the
feeling that lower levels of support are sufficient in 2015. All decreases were made with full support from the
ministerial staff members who oversee these areas of the budget.

e One new line items is 5611, Safety & Security, which reflects our focused efforts to make our facility and our
weekly programs as safe as possible.

e (Cooperative Missions and Laurens Baptist Association Missions line items are projected figures. Those
ministries are supported based on a percentage of actual monthly giving with Cooperate Missions being at the
rate of 8.5% and the Laurens Baptist Association at 2.3%.

e The Capital Improvements listed below the Proposed Budget, are long term projections from our staff and
Deacons of future church needs that will require funds outside of the budget to accomplish. Rickie Shearer,
Chair of Finance, will share more with us about these items on December 7th.

Thanks in advance for your time and reflection related to the financial well-being of our church. Again, we ask
for your affirmation of this budget at the beginning of worship on December 7". Likewise, a time for questions
related to the budget will be held on December 7™ at 9am in Bobo Hall. We invite you to join us then. Rickey

CHILDR EN’S MINISTRY

It is so hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner! We have a lot of exciting children’s activities during the
month of December, so be sure to mark your calendar! Aside from the hustle and bustle, I hope that each of you enjoy this
time together with your family. It is such a special time of year as we remember the true meaning of Christmas — the
birth of our Savior! Merry Christmas!

Hanging of the Greens—Wednesday, December 3rd at 6pm

All children’s choirs (2 years - 5th grade) will participate in this special service as we prepare our Sanctuary for the
Christmas season! You won’t want to miss it! Parents of 2 years-5 years, please take your children to their choir room at
5:45. Parents of 1st-5th grade please send your child to their choir room at 5:30. and they will come with their choir
leaders to the sanctuary. This will take the place of Wednesday night activities for children.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever—Sunday, December 7 at 4:30pm

All 1st - 5th graders are invited to join us for an outing to The Best Christmas Pageant Ever play at The Peace Center. We
will leave the church at 4:30, the play begins at 5:30. We have 7 “extra” tickets left if you missed the deadline to sign
up. Cost is $20 and includes admission and supper. Please let Elizabeth know as soon as possible if you wish to sign your
child up and have not done so. We should return to the church by 8:45.

1st - Sth Grade Children’s Choir & Handbell Group—Sunday, December 14
Ist - 5th Graders will sing and play handbells during the worship service. Mark your calendar!

Birthday Party for Jesus! - Wednesday, December 17 at 6pm

All preschoolers (birth - 5 years) are invited to join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus! This will take the place of
Wednesday night activities for children. Please bring a new, unwrapped toy to be donated to the Laurens County
Sheriff’s Office Christmas for Kids Program. Toys are distributed by the Sheriff’s Department to children age newborn
through 16 years. What a great way to teach our children about giving and helping those who are less fortunate during this
Christmas season!

Christmas Caroling—Wednesday, December 17 at 6pm
All 1st - 5th graders are invited to go Christmas Caroling at Martha Franks with Mrs. Adair! This will take the place of
Wednesday night activities for children.

YOUITH MINISTRY

Diverge Winter Retreat
FBC Laurens Youth “BE”
Our youth group recently renamed our Student Ministry to BeHis Belast BeReal Be Bold

“Diverge”, which means, “To move or extend in different | We will head to River Oaks Retreat in Honea Path January
directions from a common point: or to become or be | 16™ — 18" for a youth Retreat. Cost will be $100 per
different in character or from.” Simply put, different. In | person. Registration forms will be in the mail soon.
today’s culture, we need to diverge from the norm and be | Signup with Carl by January 11™. My goal is 70 students,
set apart. 1 Peter 1:16 says, “Be holy, because I am holy.” and friends are welcome.

High School Christmas Party December 7
Middle School Christmas Party December 8
Experiencial Worship Service December 10

MISSIONS

WMU News
Joint meeting on Monday, December 1, 2:30pm at Martha Franks Razor Chapel. Speaker will be Philip Lee, a
student at MUSC. Philip is studying ants to be a missionary doctor. He will speak on his mission trip to India.

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
In December, we will be collecting our annual offering for International Baptist Missions. This offering will
support both SBC and CBF missions work abroad. You will find an envelope in your December packet for this
purpose and we encourage you to give generously. Our FBC goal is $50,000. This is also a wonderful time to
pray for and be in touch with our missionaries including our own Tim and Anna Norton who grew up at FBC and
now serve in Madagascar. In December, consider sending the Nortons a Christmas note expressing your love, care
and support. You may write to them at timandannanorton@gmail.com

T



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH 2015 PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET

Sunday School is an important part of our spiritual growth, and provides an important connection point for
everyone in our congregation. FBC Laurens offers a wide variety of Sunday School classes for people of all Annual Budget  Proposed Annual Budget Proposed Budget
ages. If you would like more information on our classes, pick up one of the Sunday School information sheets 2014 Budget 2015 2014 2015
located on the table in the Rotunda. If you need help deciding which class to attend, contact Tommy by calling Mission Ministries Administrative Support
e clbmieh ofEfee @ by email at tommy@fbclaurens.org 5101 Cooperative Missions $ 76,991.00 $ 78,638.16 5501 Office Supplies $ 7,500.00 $  6,000.00
* 5102 Laurens Baptist Assoc $ 20,833.00 $ 21,278.56 5502 Stewardship Supp $ 3,000.00 $  3,000.00
Education and Discipleship 5109 FBC Missions $ 7,366.00 $ 7,366.00 5503 Postage $ 450000 $  4,500.00
The Angel Tree Christmas Wish Lists are available in the Church Office! This is a wonderful opportunity 5110 Pastoral Counseling $ 1083400 §$ 10,834.00 5504 Printing $ 500000 $  5,000.00
to help needy children in our community during the Christmas Season, and is a wonderful ministry opportunity Total Mission Ministries § 11602400 § 11811672 :ng ::('f:":]ers z ;:g'gg z igg'gg
for families, Sunday School classes, small groups, etc. You may pick up a child’s wish list in the church office, Education/Outreach 5508 F'afmf;nNight $ 300000 § 200000
and Fhe items n‘eed to be dehyered to the.church by December 14. We hope that you will prayerfully consider 5500 Mileage Church Staff ~ § 500000 $  5500.00
helping a child in our community this Christmas season. 5201 Litrature $  14,00000 $ 14,000.00 5510 Audit Expense $ 180000 $  1,800.00
Samaritan’s Purse/ Christmas Shoebox update: This year we collected 230 Christmas Shoeboxes. Special 5202 Education Resources $ 100000 $ 1,000.00 9511 0ffice Equip Maint $  10.500.00
hank 1l who heloed in thi TN ) 5203 D. Training $ 600.00 $ 600.00 5512 Secretarial Training $ 550.00 $ 1,000.00
thanks to all who helped n this special missions project: 5204  WMU $  1,00000 $ 1,000.00 5516 Communication Tech ~ §  12,000.00 §$  13,000.00
We will begin a new Bible Study in January 2015. The Life You’ve Always Wanted (John Ortberg) offers 52005 Menb6s Minstry$ 500.00 §  500.00 Total Administrative Support § 5335000 §  42,300.00
modern perspectives on the ancient path of the spiritual disciplines. The 6-Week DVD curriculum serves as a 5206 Children Ministry $ 600000 $ 10,000.00 |
d t d true transformation that starts not with the individual but with the object of the journey- Jesus 2207 Youth Ministry 5 1500000 5 17,000.00 |Building & Ground Support
0OEI0 201 QAL RS : , d J y 5209  Senior Adult Ministry $ 400000 $ 4,000.00
Christ. The study will begin on Wednesday, January 14 at 6pm in the Conference Room. Cost for the study 5210  Rec Ministry $ 200000 $ 2,000.00 5601 Custodial Supplies $ 450000 $  4,000.00
guide is $8; you may also purchase a copy of John Ortberg’s book for $14.00. You can sign up the pew pad on 5211 Leadership Development ~ $ 500.00 $  500.00 5602 Building Maint. Supplies  $  10,000.00 $  8,500.00
Sunday or by contacting Tommy at tommy@ftbclaurens.org. Get off to a good start in 2015 by learning an 5212 Outreach & Evangel $ 150000 $ 1,000.00 5603 Insurance $ 17,500.00 $ 17,500.00
encouraging and challenging approach to a Christian life! 5215 Women's Ministry $ 500.00 $ 500.00 5604 Utilities $ 120,000.00 $ 117,500.00
_ . 5216 Child Safety Min $ 500.00 $  500.00 5605 Telephone $ 500000 $  4,500.00
Looking for a ministry opportunity? We are looking for a volunteer to serve as a representative for the 5217 Deacon Ministry $ 1,00000 $ 1,000.00 5606 Furniture & Fixture $  1,000.00 $  1,000.00
Watchman Program with Hospice of Laurens County. The goal of this program is to identify and train one Total Education/Outreach $ 4810000 $ 53,600.00 5607 Vehicle Maint. $  4,000.00 $  4,500.00
volunteer in our congregation who will serve as the Hospice of Laurens County representative. This volunteer 5609 Grounds Committee $ 850000 $  8500.00
. . . . . . . . . i 1 ini 1 y . s .
will maintain close contact with leaders and members within their congregation and convey the needs of their Worship/Music Ministries 9610 Contract Labor $ 4000000 $ 40,000.00
h h famil h : Thi is desi d h . . il b 5611 Safety and Security $ 3,000.00
church family to hospice. 1s program 1s designed to ensure that every person in our community will be 5301  Music Lit. $ 500000 $ 5000.00 [Total Building & Grounds Support  §  210,500.00 $ 209,000.00
informed about the services provided by Hospice of Laurens County. If you are interested or would like more 5302  Choir Activities $ 400000 $ 4,000.00 [Total Budget $ 1.003.60458  $1,025.071.48
information, please contact Tommy Cox. 5303  Leadership Development ~ $ 300.00 $  300.00
5304 Instrument Maint. $ 1,800.00 $ 1,800.00
5305 Special Worship Ser $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00
The Sights & Sounds ofthe Season Needed Capital Improvements—2015-2017
Advent Worship at First Baptist Church 5306  Martha Franks Singers  $ 100.00 $  100.00 Item Cost Estimate
! 5307 Worship Resources $ 3,000.00 $ 2,000.00
November 30: The First Sunday of Advent: The Sunday of Hope Total Worship/Music Ministries $ 1670000 $ 15.700.00 e HVAC Needs $200,000
Christmas Dinner, Mark 13:24-37
Personnel Support e Transportation $40-125,000
December 7: The SeC(.)nd Sunday ?f Advent: T.he Sunday of Love : ol Minsterial Safarice ¢ et S296.00005 e Funishings $50-75.000
Three Gifts: Our Christmas Offering, FBC Adult Choir Cantata o .
e Parking Lot Repairs $10-75,000
: Total Staff Salaries $ 75,011.03 $ 77,261.36
December 14: The-Thlrd Sunday of Advent: The Sunday of Joy e  Space Needs 999
Christmas Carols, John 1:6-8; 19-28 Total Building Staff Salaries $ 67,8286  $ 69,09335
December 21: The Fourth Sunday of Advent: The Sunday of Peace Total Ministerial Reimbursement  § 1150000 $ 11,500.00
A ; her P 1
Christmas Decorations, Luke 1:47-55 Other Persunel support
X / ; ; 5424 Staff Annuity $  30,000.00 $ 31,800.00
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship at First Baptist 5425  Staff Social Security $  26,000.00 $ 27,200.00
Christmas Presents, Luke 2:1-20 5426  Staff Insurance $  54,500.00 $ 62,450.00
5427 Nursery Workers $ 1,500.00 $ 1,500.00
5439 Workman Compensation  $ 9,5650.00 $ 9,550.00
~ Total other support Staff $ 121,550.00 $132,500.00 -
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