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VBS 2015

June 21-25, 5-8 PM
Ages 3 years-5th Grade

A light supper will be served each night

Register online at fbclaurens.org!
fbclaurens.org

A Message From Our Pastor
Summer Travels…
Much like you, our family looks forward to summer trips. Every summer we go to the beach, the children go to
camps, there is usually a visit to see the grandparents and for me there are often a few days spent at a conference with
other ministers. Trips can be exhausting and expensive. Without question sometimes we work so hard to get ready
to go and are so tired when we get back that we wonder if they are worth it. But, generally speaking, the chance to
be away, the opportunity to have new experiences and the ways that our lives are often shaped by these travels make
time away and the hours on the road worth whatever they may require of us in terms of added stress, lost hours of
sleep or the financial toll that they take on the family budget.
The idea of travel infers that we are going somewhere. It suggests that we are doing something. It conveys the
opportunity for once in a lifetime experiences. Faith should operate in a similar fashion. The life of faith is not meant
to be a stagnant faith. Faith implies activity, movement and even, dare I say, adventure. But, are such ideas true of
our personal lives of faith at this moment? Are we going somewhere as believers or are we sitting still? And, as we
travel does God go with us or to we choose to go alone?
If you look at the Bible, you discover that God’s grand story takes place in countless places. It happens as the
people of God are in motion, traveling from this place to the next while taking God with them wherever they go.
This summer, we are going to hit the road in worship. As we do, we’ll visit some of these places that dot the biblical
landscape. As we do, we will be challenged to both live an active faith and we will also be challenged to consider
what it means to develop a faith that can go with us as we travel down the road of life.
These themes will also correlate with the fact that as a church a lot of activity will be happening over the next few
months. There will be camps, VBS, mission trips and other fun activities before us. We will want to be attentive to all
of these by being involved and in prayer for what God can do in our midst over the course of these busy, active weeks.
The summer road is ahead. It’s going to be a grand time of adventure in our lives and in our church. I hope that you
will make the journey with us…Rickey

First Baptist Worship, June, July & August 2015
Summer Travels: Developing a Faith for the Road Ahead
June 7		

The Wilderness: Taking A Summer Roadtrip, Exodus 13:7-22

June 14		

Haran: Ready for an Adventure, Genesis 12:1-9

June 21		

Egypt: The Return of Our Past, Genesis 44:18-34

June 28		

Tarshish: To The Far Ends of The Earth, Jonah 1:1-3

July 5		

The Roman Empire: God & Caesar, Matthew 22:15-22

July 12		

The Decapolis: Going On Stay-Cation, Mark 5:18-20

July 19		

Bethesda: Refusing to Move, John 5:1-9

July 26		

Carl Tolbert, Preaching

August 2

Thessalonica: Walking Door to Door, I Thessalonians 2:9-12

August 9

The New Jerusalem: Seeing the Present & The Future, Revelation 21:1-4

Summer Bible Study, Personnel, & Missions

Calvin Miller’s Loving God Upclose: Rekindling Your Relationship with The Holy Spirit
Summer Wednesday Morning Bible Study - June 10 - August 12

This summer, we will continue our practice in recent years of having a Midweek Bible study time. Having said that, we
are going to try mornings this year rather than midday. Our hope is that this will allow you to move ahead with your
day once we have finished and that it will be easier on many schedules. We will meet in Bobo Hall from 8am-9am.
Each week, coffee and light breakfast items will be provided. Copies of the book that we will use will also be available
for purchase on the morning of June 10th which will be our first session together.
Our book for the summer is Calvin Miller’s Loving God Upclose. Before his death a couple of years ago, Miller was
one of the most beloved pastors and authors in Baptist life. Known for his stories, humor and accessibility, Miller helps
makes complex subjects understandable. This makes this book on the role of The Holy Spirit in our daily lives well
worth our time. Consider joining us for this unique summer opportunity.

FBC Personnel News

There is a lot happening in our church these days from a Personnel perspective, here are some things you will want to
be aware of…
First, we celebrated Adair’s 20th Anniversary at FBC on May 17th. It was a great day to thank Adair and to honor our
church for providing a place where someone would want to serve and minister for 20 years. On June 7th, we will thank
Ernie Johnson for 17 years with us as a custodian. Ernie is retiring at the end of May. Join us on the 7th for coffee and
pastries from 8:45 until 9:30 as we thank Ernie for his hard work and congratulate him on retirement.
Second, we welcome Lucy Crowder as our interim Financial Secretary. Lucy is doing a great job and we are thankful
for her presence. Lucy’s office hours are M-F, 8am-1pm. At the same time, we are in the process of interviewing for
a part time receptionist and hope to be able to fill this role soon.
Third, Jay Tolbert is serving as our Summer Intern at FBC. While Jay will be working with youth primarily, he will
also be helping with children and learning about the overall ministry of our church. Jay plans to go into ministry as
a career. We are happy to partner with CBF in this Summer Internship designed to give those wanting to become
ministers a chance to spend the summer working in a church. Jay is a rising Sophomore at the University of Georgia.

Literacy Mission Trip - Marfa, Texas - August 2-5

We are offering a literacy mission trip to Marfa, Texas which is located in one of the twenty poorest US Counties. We
will be working with the local school system there to help children and their families by providing a two day reading
camp. The camp will include the building of book cases, the opportunity for children to learn good reading skills and
the chance for them to receive books, including books about faith. We will be working not only with the school system
in Marfa but also with Literacy Connexus, which is a Texas Baptist Ministry focused on connecting faith with literacy
needs. The trip is open to no more than 10 participants. The anticipated cost covering travel, lodging and most meals
is $750. To register or for more information, please contact Rickey Letson or Tommy Cox. The deadline to express
your interest is Tuesday, June 30th.

Senior Adult Ministry
Fall Senior Adult Retreat-September 14-16

Our fall retreat will be held at The Cove (The Billy Graham Training Center in Asheville, NC). The cost of the event is
$300. The price includes 2 nights’ lodging, the program fee and all meals. This retreat gets booked very quickly so sign
up soon!

CWA Tuesday, June 23 at 11:00

Join us for our last CWA meeting before our summer break. This will be a memorable time together! Rickey will be
leading our program as we take a walk through memory lane with Andy, Barney and the rest of the Mayberry gang!
Brush up on your Mayberry trivia and join us for a great time of fellowship, food and fun!
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June 2015 Calendar

June 2015 Birthdays
2. Rosemary Veneklasen
Vicki Crow
Sherri Sherer
4. Helen Dean
Lois Revis
Frank Finley
Brandon Field
5. Lee Riddle

6. Matt Johnson

7. Pat Lee
Pam Blore
Jennifer Allen

8. Susan Johnson
9. Temple Horger
Brent Yates

10. Jeannette Cook
Terri Burroughs
Glen O’Connor
Chris Underwood
11. Joe Culbertson
12. Joe Leopard
Anne Ott
Stan Coleman

13. Clay Garrett
Elizabeth Franklin
14. Lianna Mahon

15. Alma McCullough
Candee Langford
16. Aaron Dasher
Anna Goforth
Jack Kerber

17. Billy Strickland
Sherwin Johnson

18. Michael Simmons
Billy Lanford
Callie Letson

21. Tommy Macemore

22. Earl Martin
Gwen Brocklehurst
Beth Hodges
Rob O’Bryant
Wesley Kennedy
Heather Coggins
Daniel Sherer
Daniel Hall
Brittany Kesler
Casey Downs

23. Richard Coggins
Jon Welch
Melody Jacks
Hunter Holtzclaw

24. Zachary Kennemore
McKenzie Cooper
26. Braydon O’Connor
Adam Taylor, Jr.

27. Mickey Jacks
Jane Gray Thomason
Robin Hornberger
28. Jamie White
Carson England
29. Marion Cook
Duane Dennie
Debbie Lynch
Sammy Sharp
Phillip Dean
Burton Allen

30. Darrell Brooks
Ridgely Linville
Kailey Cox

A Note From our Minister of Music
Dear Church Family,
Times flies when you’re having fun! How could it possibly have been 20 years since I came to work and serve alongside all of you at First Baptist? I remember, like yesterday, the first day I walked into this church to begin working here.
Joe Greer met me at the door and said, “This is going to be great! We are going to have so much fun!” I had absolutely
no idea how great and how much fun it was going to be working at this incredible church! And who knew that I would
still be here 20 years later?
“Thank you” isn’t an adequate expression of how good and kind and caring you have been to me over the last 20 years.
For years you allowed me to be a “Minister of Music in Training” at your expense!!! You have loved my family and
me through all of life’s ups and downs; you have help rear our children; you have “nurtured them in the way that leads
to Life”; you have been the Body of Christ to my family, and have shown all of us what the Body of Christ should
look like.
I tell all of my colleagues and fellow ministers of music about the wonderful church that I serve. Church people
and church staffs that live together and work together with the love and harmony in which we work are few and far
between in this day and time! I consider it such a blessing to be a member of your family.
Thank you for the kind way that you honored me on May 17. Thank you for allowing my family to be part of that
service; you know there is nothing that I love more than to see and hear my family! Thank you for the incredible gift
that you gave Alex and me! We can’t wait to enjoy our cruise! Thank you for the drop-in and the time to speak with
each of you. Thank you for the hundreds of cards I received filled with such kind words and fond memories.
I’m honored to be your Minister of Music and Senior Adults. I can’t imagine a better place to serve, and I’m looking
forward to more adventures, fun times and making more memories with you. I love you dearly. Adair

Christian Education and Spiritual Growth

Coming this Fall...:The Art of Marriage” Retreat! This retreat is designed to help couples understand

God’s plan for relationships. The Art of Marriage weaves together expert teaching, real-life stories, humorous
vignettes, and more to portray both the challenges and the beauty of God’s design for marriage. This conference
will be held August 21-22, 2015 in the FLC/Gym. The cost is $50 per couple, and includes couple workbooks and
refreshments. You can sign up in the church office or on the pew pads on Sunday morning. If you have questions,
please contact Tommy Cox.

Long-Range Planning Committee Reinstated
Over the last two years, both the ministerial staff and our deacons have taken time to evaluate where we presently are as
a church and to discuss major concerns and projects that we need to start giving energy to bring about. Through these
discussions, many items have begun to emerge and fall into specific categories such as facility/space, transportation,
and ministry needs.
In response to these current and future needs, the leadership of First Baptist Laurens seeks to provide a proactive,
instead of reactive, approach to responding to these needs. With this in mind, the Board of Deacons voted In early 2015
to reinstate a Long Range Planning Committee which is a group that our Constitution and By Laws calls for but that
we have not had active for some time. The Long Range Planning Committee will be an on-going, active committee in
the life of our church.
The current committee was purposely chosen to represent a wide range of age groups in our church, and its members
are as follows: Herbert Adams, Mary Ellen Hill, Brent Smith, Sonya Croker, Richard Coggins, and Merry Chandler.
The committee has been meeting with FBC staff over the past few weeks to gain a better understanding of our church
needs. The next step is the process will be to hold “listening sessions” in our Youth-Adult Sunday School classes,
providing an opportunity for the FBC congregation to share your needs and dreams for our church. The sessions will be
held during the Sunday School hour, schedule and locations for these sessions is as follows:
Date				Class Name						Meeting Room
Sunday, May 31		Bobby Smith						Craft Room
				
Seekers & Builders/Singles 			
Seekers and Builders
				
Pairs and Spares
			
Pairs & Spares
Wednesday, June 3		
Open Meeting for Sunday School Teachers/Others Bobo Hall
Sunday, June 7		Cain							Cain
				Youth							Gym
Sunday, June 14		
Flock & Pathfinders					
Pathfinders
				Sharp/Ferguson, ACTS, Seekers			Bobo Hall
Sunday, June 28		
Rouse/Baraca, Kyzar, Lurlene Steel, Bible Book
Easterby Chapel
				Lurlene Steel, Bible Book
				Open Meeting						Bobo Hall
Please note that the session on Wednesday, June 3 is for Sunday School teachers and others who serve on Sunday
mornings during Sunday School. The Open Meeting on Sunday, June 28 is for those who may have missed the session
designated for their Sunday School class or those who do not attend Sunday School.
We hope that you will make plans to join your class for these listening sessions. Your input is greatly needed and
appreciated as FBC moves into an exciting future.

Caring for our Facilities

Do you have carpentry or other related skills that you could use to help out around the church
each month? We are in the process of developing a Handyman Team to help with odd jobs around the church

each month. These jobs would include such things as mounting flat-screen TV’s, small carpentry projects or electrical
projects, and other related tasks. The team would meet, on the average, one day a month to complete projects. If you
are interested or need more information, contact Tommy (tommy@fbclaurens.org), or you can simply sign up on the
pew pad on Sunday morning.

Children’s Ministry

Father / Son Retreat to Camp McCall
Thursday, June 11 - Saturday, June, 13

We have a total of fourteen boys and men heading to Camp McCall in the Blue Ridge Mountains! While there, they
will enjoy exciting activities like swimming, hiking, zip lines, action games, rope courses, water slides, climbing
walls, rappelling towers, fishing, sports, giant swings, campfires, night games, adventure recreation, skill-building,
and most importantly, learn about God’s love and a desire to grow closer to Him. Please be in prayer for the
following as they enjoy their time together while enjoying the beauty of God’s creation:
Mason Addy		
Logan Gault		
Nathan Lindley
Walt Addy
Kaden Jefferson		
Matthew Turner
Kevin Franklin
Rickey Letson		
Price Turner Brock Franklin		
Caleb Letson		Bates Turner		Jamie Gault		Peter Lindley

Preschoolers to GRAVITOPIA!
Tuesday, June 16 - 8:40am - 10:30am

All children 6 years and under are invited to meet at Gravitopia at 8:40am on Tuesday, June 16th for a morning
of trampoline fun! Please go to their website at www.gravitopia.us to purchase your “flight tickets” and sign the
“waiver” in advance. When buying your ticket(s), be sure to select 6/16/15 as the jump date and 9:00am as the
jump time. You have a choice of purchasing a 90 minute jump time ($12) or a 60 minute jump time ($8). We will
be there for 90 minutes, but feel free to choose what suits you best! One parent jumps free with the purchase of a
child’s ticket. Children ages 2 years and younger are free. The beauty of choosing the 9:00am jump time is this
time slot is only open to children who are 6 years and younger. It gives them a time to enjoy themselves without
the fear of bigger kids being in the way. Don’t worry 1st - 5th graders!! You will have a chance to go in July!!

FBC will be a “cool” place to be for VBS!

Sunday, June 21 - Thursday, June 25 - 5:00pm - 8:00pm
Please go to our website at www.fbclaurens.org to register your child(ren) in advance for VBS! Although you can
register at the door, it helps our VBS leaders plan ahead and be prepared for your child! T-Shirts will be available
for $10 each. Please indicate the size when you register, if you wish to purchase one. A light supper will be served
each night for participants and leaders. We need lots of volunteers! Your job can be super easy, but your presence
and help are needed and greatly appreciated! Please let Elizabeth know if you can help! We are also in need of
donations. Please drop them in the box located outside of the church office:
• Snack bag size chips, cookies, small bottled water
• $1 rectangle plastic table cloths from Dollar General or Walmart (purple, blue, white, grey/silver)
• poster board (any color!)
• home improvement gift cards (ACE, Lowe’s, Home Depot, Walmart)
• items that pertain to hiking/mountains (EX: ropes, backpacks, tents, boots, skis, etc). Please label with your
name so that your items can be returned to you.

Diverge Student Ministry
Beach Camp

Middle School: June 7-12
High School: June 14-19
There are spots for both camps open for anyone wanting to sign up. Please do so ASAP.

Vacation Bible School Needs Youth Help

All students are encouraged to help out with VBS. There will be a sign up form in the youth area.
Many of you in the ministry now had your lives changed by attending VBS. Now it’s your turn
to make a difference in the life of a child.

Staff...................................................................... 984-7500
Office 984-7500.....................Family Life Center 984-0531
Email.................................................. fbaptist@prtcnet.com
Rev. Rickey Letson......................................Senior Minister
Rev. Adair Rogers.............Minister of Music/Senior Adults
Rev. Tommy Cox...............................Minister of Education
Rev. Carl Tolbert................ Minister of Youth & Recreation
Elizabeth Franklin............ Director of Children’s Ministries
Joe Greer..................Director of the Martha Franks Singers
Lucy Crowder........................... Interim Financial Secretary
Tana Adams.......................................... Ministers’ Secretary
Heather Rogers.................................. Kindergarten Director
Kathy Chamlee, Counselor.........................1-888-293-7585

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday: 8:30am-4:30pm, Friday: 8:30am-1:00pm

USHERS

Stan Coleman, Chairman..........Johnnie Bolt, Asst. Chair
Randy Garrett, Asst. Chair
Richey Cook, Monthly Chair...................................... June
Bill Bobo....................Keith Blore...................... Jim Cothran
Fred Fridy..................Kris Hornberger .............. Bob Kesler
Mike Lindley..............Don McIntyre..................Dale Nelson
Lance Robertson........Hugh Stone.....................Van Tumblin

MINISTER ON CALL:

One of our ministers will be on call every weekend,
so if you have a need, please don’t hesitate to call us!
The minister on call schedule is:
June 1-7
Carl Tolbert
229-798-0620
June 8-14
Tommy Cox
864-684-7424
June 15-21
Rickey Letson
678-230-8341
June 22-28
Adair Rogers
864-923-1631
June 29-July 5 Carl Tolbert
229-798-0620
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NURSERY ASSIGNMENTS
June 7, 2015 (1st Sunday)
Ross & Melody Jacks........................................... Bed Babies
Ann Marie & Callie Letson..................................1 Year Olds
Rhett & Kristy Rinaca..........................................2 Year Olds
Laralynn, Callie & Haymes Harlan.....................3 Year Olds
Jeff & Jamie Field.........................................4 & 5 Year Olds
Coordinator: Neill & Kimberly Martin
June 14, 2015 (2nd Sunday)
David & Susannah Hardy.................................... Bed Babies
Lee & Julie Cooper..............................................1 Year Olds
Ryan & Lindsay Wilson.......................................2 Year Olds
Kevin & Ashley Bragg.........................................3 Year Olds
Jeff & Anna Brink.........................................4 & 5 Year Olds
Coordinator: Seth & Melisa Crow
June 21, 2015 (3rd Sunday)
Van & Keri Tumblin............................................ Bed Babies
Steve & Julie Hobbs.............................................1 Year Olds
Richard & Heather Coggins.................................2 Year Olds
Matthew & Meg Turner.......................................3 Year Olds
Heath & Ashley Coggins..............................4 & 5 Year Olds
Coordinator: JP & Claire Pratt
June 28, 2015 (4th Sunday)
Ben & Leigh Little............................................... Bed Babies
Susan & Maxie Burns..........................................1 Year Olds
Will& Blakely Prescott........................................2 Year Olds
Duane & Laura Dennie........................................3 Year Olds
Rhett & Kristy Rinaca...................................4 & 5 Year Olds
Coordinator: Van & Keri Tumblin

____________________________________________

Offering Totals
as of March 22, 2015 YTD
General Fund Goal
General Fund Receipts

Deaths
Harriett Faris
Sibyl Cook
Bill LeGrand

$256,267.96
$256,393.80

