Dear God,
Thank you for the gift
of education in every form.
As our children prepare
to start a new year
may confidence be their
foundation, may grace be
their guide and may hope
be their compass toward
a bright future. We
pray they would have
eyes to see the needs of
those around them and a
heart to love well. May
they face each day with
positivity knowing that no
matter what comes their
way, they do not have to
face it alone.
Amen
We encourage all children and youth to bring their backpacks
to church on Sunday, August 14, for The Blessing of the
Backpacks. We will have a time of prayer for a new school
year, for our students, teachers and administrators.
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10am Senior Adult Game Day
1pm Joint WMU Meeting
11am CWA’s
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August Birthdays and Calendar of Events

LESSONS FROM RIO…
As I write these words, we are less than two weeks away from
the start of the 2016 Summer Olympic Games in Rio. Without
question, this edition of the Summer Olympics is already filled
with controversy and concerns. Worries about the safety of
athletes and spectators against crime and terrorism, the threat of
the Zika Virus and even questions as to whether all of the venues
will be ready in time for competition are all issues that have
plagued this Olympics before they even start. In fact, just last
night I listened to yet another athlete debate openly and honestly
the question of whether traveling to Rio for the Olympics was a
good idea or not. As he spoke, I could hear in his voice a deep
wrestling between the opportunity to represent one’s country
and to compete on the world stage with the importance of being
safe and protecting one’s family.
All of this conversation surrounding the upcoming 31st Olympiad
has been yet another reminder for me that achieving our goals
and accomplishing the things that are important to us never come
our way without costing us something. The courage to aspire to
greatness or even the willingness to do something of significance
almost always demands sacrifices, the unknown, facing our fears
or even opening ourselves up to dangers be they great or small.
This is true in our personal lives, this can be true in our family’s
life and this can even be true in our spiritual lives. In Matthew
16:24, Jesus himself said that to follow him involves “taking up
our own cross” which is a statement that in and off itself implies
clearly that the journey of faith is not a waltz in the park.
At the same time, we can also be equally sure that over the
next few weeks, when athletes receive gold, silver or bronze and
when they hear their national anthem played, to a person, they
will say that it was worth it all. I suspect as we achieve our
goals or remain faithful to the Lord, we will come to the same
conclusions…Rickey

Mark Your Calendars - Fall Church Picnic

Set aside Sunday afternoon September 11th and plan to join us
for our annual church picnic at Lake Rabon. We will begin to
gather at 4:30 and plan to eat at 5:30. The church will provide
chicken, rolls and drinks. We ask that you bring a side dish or
dessert to share. We also encourage you to bring lawn chairs,
frisbees, corn hole boards, fishing poles and any other items that
you enjoy at a picnic. It is sure to be a fun evening together. In
order to help us prepare, please sign up on the pew pads or by
calling Libby in the church office at 984-7500.

Promotion Sunday

Promotion Sunday will be Sunday, August 21
during the Sunday School hour. Children and
Youth are asked to first report to their current
Sunday School class, and will then be promoted
to their new classes from that location. Mark your
calendars now and plan to attend as we begin a
new Sunday School year!

Ministry Opportunity!

We are in need of additional volunteers (men
and women) to serve on our Safety Team. This
team provides leadership in the safety of our
congregation on Sunday mornings.Teams operate
on a rotation basis, with each team serving only
one month per quarter. If you would like to serve
in this ministry, , please contact Robbie O’Bryant
at (770) 337-0006 or at rob.obryant@charter.
net. We hope that you will consider being a part
of this important ministry!

Our first Truth Be Told Art event was held on July
14. Forty women came together for this fun event
where they learned how to paint and get God’s
word truth on their walls at the same time.

School Supply Drive for FBC Kindergarten!

Our school year begins Sept. 2nd and the following
items are what we use on a daily basis. If you
are able to help, we would greatly appreciate
any donations! You may place these items in the
drop box under the bulletin board located by the
church office.
Clorox Wipes
Kleenex
Hand Sanitizer
Lyson Spray
Paper Towels

Panthers Training Camp Trip, Saturday, August 13th

Join us for our annual trip to watch practice at The Carolina
Panthers Training Camp held at Wofford College in Spartanburg.
The practice is from 3:10-5:10pm and we will have dinner
together at a local restaurant afterwards. We will plan to depart
from the church at 2pm and will be taking the church mini-bus
for those who would like a ride. There is no cost to attend the
practice but there is a souvenir trailer and concessions on site.
Likewise you will want to bring money for dinner. Please indicate
your interest in participating by signing up on the pew pads or by
calling Libby in the church office at 984-7500.

Worship in August at FBC
August 7
August 14
				
August 21
				

Go and Do Likewise, Luke 10:25-37
The Blessing of the Backpacks
David’s Backpack, I Samuel 17:32-40
Children’s Bible Celebration
The Good Book, Joshua 1:8

August 28
Deacon Ordination & Installation
With A Little Help From Our Friends, Luke 5:17-20

MINISTER ON CALL:

20th Annual

Fall
Jubilee
SENIOR ADULT CONFERENCE

Speakers and Singers: Johnny Hunt, Junior Hill, Mark Lowry,
Guy Penrod, Cathedral Family Reunion, The Hoppers, The
Inspirations, The Lefevre Quartet, Rambo McQuire
Cost: $260
The cost includes conference registration, 2 nights lodging
(2 per room), 1 meal at The Apple Barn and 1 meal at The
Old Mill, 2 continental breakfasts and transportation.
• $100 non-refundable deposit due August 7
• $80 due August 28
• $80 due September 11
We will not be able to register you for the conference until
the deposit has been paid.
We hope you will join us for this wonderful time of faith,
fellowship, food and fun! Please call Adair if you have any
questions at 923-1631.

One of our ministers will be on call every weekend, so if you have a need, please don’t hesitate to
call us! The minister on call schedule is:
Aug 1-7
Adair Rogers
864-923-1631
Aug 8-14
Carl Tolbert
229-798-0620
Aug 15-21
Tommy Cox
864-684-7424
Aug 22-28
Rickey Letson
678-230-8341
Aug 29-Sept 4 Adair Rogers
864-923-1631
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1st-5th Graders to Gravitopia!

All 1st-5th Graders are invited to Gravitopia on Wednesday,
August 10th! Please purchase your child’s “flight pass” ahead
of time at www.gravitopia.us. Select the 11:00am time and
the 1 hour flight pass ($13.00). Be sure to print your receipt
and waiver and bring with you on this day! We’ll meet at
the church at 9:45am and ride together! Parents, we’ll
need some help, so please let us know if you are available
to come along! We’ll have lunch together afterwards and
return to the church early-mid afternoon. Check your
email for details!

Preschoolers to the Greenville Zoo!

Preschoolers and a parent or grandparent are invited to
meet Elizabeth at the Greenville Zoo on Thursday, August
11th at 10am. Cost is $5 per person (adults & kids) and you
may pay Elizabeth the day of! Meet us at 10am, and come
with a picnic lunch to enjoy while you’re there! Please
email Elizabeth at elizabeth@fbclaurens.org or call to let
her know you’re coming.

___________________________________________

Offering Totals
as of July 24, 2016 YTD
General Fund Goal
General Fund Receipts

$608,666.40
$595,551.59

Deaths
Charles Bobyack
Betty Thomas

New Members

Margaret Brown

Sarah and Lindy Segars

