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A MESSAGE FIROM OUIR. PASTOR
A Small Step for a New Year...

When I was serving at Johns Creek before coming to Laurens, our congregation had an emphasis one year called Small
Steps. The idea was both simple and good. We encouraged everyone to take a moment to stop and evaluate where they
were in their spiritual lives. As they did, we invited them to ask themselves what it would look like to take a small step
forward by doing something new. In other words, if they were coming to church only on Sunday mornings, what would it
look like to make the small step of also coming on Sunday nights or Wednesday nights? If they were not doing anything
missions wise, what would it mean to get involved in at least one new way of serving the community? Or if they were
giving 5% of their income in offerings each week, could they give 6% or 7% instead? Again, we were after small yet
measurable steps toward our all being more Christ-like.

Sometimes the challenge of taking huge leaps of faith can be overwhelming or more than we can get our minds around.
But, the practice of a small step seems more doable, not quite as daunting and like something that is more able to be
accomplished. Yet, even a small step is a positive movement in the absolute right direction. As 2015 dawns, what would it
look like for you and I as individuals or as families to take small steps of faith? How would our faith change for the good if
we added an additional hour to our church week, one ministry to our acts of service, 2% to our tithes or made sharing our
faith with at least one person a goal? As we enter a new year, let us all welcome the idea that even a small step in the right
direction is much, much better than no step at all...Rickey

Bob Brownlee & Ernie Johnson Set Retirement Dates

In December, two of our longtime staff members set their retirement dates. Bob Brownlee, who has provided FBC with
maintenance and supervision of our custodians for ten years, chose to make the end of December his last day with us.
Ernie Johnson, who has served our church for sixteen years will continue with us into the new year before retiring at the
end of April. For many years, Bob and Ernie have served our church well. As you see Bob and Ernie at church or around
town please thank them for all of their dedicated and hard work.

At the same time, our Personnel Committee and Fellowship of Deacons have approved the hiring of Everette Robbins and
his cleaning company based in Clinton to begin to compensate for Bob's hours starting in January. If all goes well, we hope
to be able to expand our use of Everette's team when Ernie retires to also assume his hours. Contracting with Everette will
provide us with both maintenance work and custodial support from his crew. Tim Cook, our other custodian, will continue
in his normal role but will be under Everette's supervision as the new year begins.

VWANNIERS CHIREISTHANTED HEATTON OIFFORAICINITIES
Wednesday Nights

Wednesdays are a wonderful time at FBC. Dinner begins each week at Spm and activities for Preschoolers, Children,
Youth and Adults start at 5:45pm and continue until 7pm. In January, we will be offering two new studies for Adults.
Both studies will begin when our Wednesday night schedule resumes on January 14,

eThe Life You’ve Always Wanted — offers a modern perspective on the ancient spiritual disciplines. This DVD curriculum
is by the beloved author John Ortberg. Study guides are $8 and the full copy of Ortberg’s book will be available for
$14. Tommy will lead the class in the Conference Room.

eThe Book of Acts — picking up where our fall study of the twelve disciples left off, we’ll look at the story of the
beginnings of the early church with the disciples at the helm. As we do, we’ll discover how the lessons of the early church
speak to us today. Rickey will lead this class in Bobo Hall.

Sunday Nights

Beginning Sunday evening, January 11", we’ll be offering a four week study of Adam Hamilton’s book Christianity &
World Religions: Wrestling with Questions People Ask. In 2014, we live in a world where the religious beliefs of those
outside the Christian family impact us in far more personal ways than in the past. Whether this is the result of Islamic
extremists or simply living and working with people from other parts of the world who practice different faiths, we all find
ourselves asking critical questions. All of us want to understand what these various groups believe, how their beliefs
differ from our own and what it means to share our own Christian faith with them. Over the course of the four weeks, we
will spend a week each on Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and Buddhism. Our group will meet in Bobo Hall and will be led by
David Corley, John Topping, Philip Dean and Rickey Letson. Books will be available for purchase on the first night of the
study and childcare will be available for those who may need it.



