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Worship Resumes at First Baptist June 21st
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JUNE 2020
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Georgianna Martin

2
Rosemary Veneklassen
Vicki Crow
Sherri Crow

3
Chris Martin

4
Helen Dean
Lois Revis
Frank Finley
Brandon Field

5
Spires McCameron
Price Turner
Bates Turner

6
Larry Roberts
Ramey Jenkins

7
Pat Lee
Pam Blore
Jennifer Allen

8
Susan Johnson
Taylor Bragg

9
Temple Horger
Brent Yates

10
Charlotte Ballard
Jeannette Cook
Terri Burroughs
Kevin Werts
Chris Underwood

11
Joe Culbertson
Cole Alexander

12
Joe Leopard
Anne Ott
Stan Coleman

13
Suzanne Tolbert
Elizabeth Franklin

14 15
Alma McCulluogh
Candee Langford
Carter Pratt

16
Aaron Dasher
Anna Goforth

17
Billy Strickland
Ki Allen

18
Michael Simmons
Billy Langford
Callie Letson

19 20
Reagan Hall

21 22
Earl Martin
Gwen Brocklehurst
Beth Hodges
Rob O’Bryant
Heather Coggins
Daniel Sherer
Brittany Kesler
Casey Downs

23
Richard Coggins
Jon Welch
Melody Jacks

24
Zachary Kennemore
McKenzie Cooper

25
Beau Belsom

26
Janet Nygard
Braydon O’Connor

27
Mickey Jacks
Robin Hornberger

28
Carson England

29
Debbie Lynch
Phillip Dean
Burton Allen

30
Darrell Brooks
Kailey Cox

Care for FBC Shut Ins & Older Adults
We would like to encourage you to continue checking on our homebound members and our older members during this 
most unusual time.  When a friend or older church member comes to mind, call and make sure they are okay and see if 
there is anything they need. If you would like suggestions of older members who would benefit from a regular contact, 
please let Adair know and she will be glad to share a name with you.

Outdoor Vespers Services - Sunday Evening June 7 & 14
Bring your outdoor chair, food if you like and join us for a time of fellowship and casual worship on Sunday evening June 
7 & 14 at 6pm.  We will practice good social distancing while enjoying time to visit as well as music and a devotional 
thought.  Our time together will take place outdoors on the church parking lot and last until 7pm.  So that we can 
prepare, please call the church office or email Emily at emily@fbclaurens.org to sign up to attend.

Celebrating Adair Rogers, 25 Years of Service to First Baptist Church
On May 31st, our plan was to celebrate Adair Rogers as she marked 25 years of service to First Baptist.  Of course, we 
certainly plan to find a time to honor and thank Adair for all of her amazing work in the life of our church at a future 
time when we can do so in the manner that she deserves.  For now, we encourage you to send Adair a card, email or 
give her a call and let her know how much you appreciate her and her faithfulness to our church.

Diverge Youth Weekly Virtual Opportunities in June
• Middle School Sunday School via WebEx, Sundays at 10:30am
• 
• High School Sunday School via WebEx Sundays at 11:30am
• 
• Diverge Wednesday Nights, via WebEx at 6pm

If you have questions, need links or have trouble accessing any of these gathering, please contact Haymes Harlan 
(harlanlaura@ymail.com) or George Lewis Compton (glcompton4@gmail.com).



Resuming Worship at FBC Laurens
The first thing to be said is that resuming church activities is a very complex matter. In the process of putting 
together our plan, we have consulted numerous other congregations and denominational partners. As a result, 
virtually everything we are planning is in keeping with what seem to be the best practices for congregations at the 
moment. We encourage you to please read the plan described below with care so that you will be fully informed 
and know what to expect on June 21.

Our goal and motive are two-fold:  to begin to resume in-person worship at FBC, but to do it in a way that 
prioritizes the safety of the congregation. 

WHAT WILL BE DIFFERENT
Most notably, at first FBC will reopen for worship only.  Likewise, we will shift to two services, one at 9am and 
the other at 11:30am.  They will both last roughly 30 to 45 minutes.  The sanctuary will be cleaned between the 
two services. We encourage you to dress in summer casual attire as we did last summer for worship if you feel 
comfortable doing that. We will continue to offer worship online and on the radio every week for those not 
ready to return in person.  The online video service will shift to being a recording of that day’s 9am worship 
service.  It will be available by 11am each Sunday.  The WLBG Radio service will remain at 11:05am.
Unfortunately, Sunday School puts too many people in too small a space to practice social distancing.  So do 
most other in person activities at this point.  For now, Sunday School will remain available virtually or for older 
adults via WLBG Radio beginning the week of June 7.  Likewise, children and preschoolers will receive resources 
to use at home as a Sunday School alternative by June 7 as well. 
Only sanctuary doors and the sanctuary building will be open.  Unless there is rain, doors will be propped open 
so that you do not have to touch doors as you enter.  Hand sanitizer will be at each entrance.  We ask you to 
use the dispenser as you enter and as you leave.  We will also have masks available.  We encourage you to wear 
a mask but will not require you to do so.  Staff will wear masks except when leading a portion of the service.
Likewise, we have removed pew Bibles, hymnals, and pew pads from the sanctuary, so that they will not be handled 
by multiple people.  We have also roped off every other pew, so that no one will be sitting right in front of or 
behind you.
There will be no childcare during worship.  Again, too many people in too small a space.  This means that we 
may hear a child (or two or three) during worship.  The voice of a child is music to the ears of God!  We trust 
that families without children will have the grace and spiritual maturity to be grateful for these sounds.
We will not pass anything—Offering will be collected as you enter or leave or can continue to be given via the 
mail, in person or online.  Likewise, there will be no Order of Worship.  

There will be no choir.  We will do our best to make music a meaningful part of worship. But, we will certainly 
have some limitations. The choir loft does not allow room for social distancing.  We will continue, however, to have 
solos, both vocal and instrumental, because music is important to worship.  We also hope to have congregational 
singing but there are challenges with spread of germs and the act of singing.  
The invitation will also be different.  Social distancing prohibits the conversations which generally take place as 
the minister prays with congregants.  Instead we will encourage those interested in making a decision to phone 
or make an appointment to see a minister.  We will acknowledge decisions that have been made each week.

WHAT WE ARE ASKING OF YOU
Most important, we are asking you to prioritize your health and safety.  Because we love you, we want to see 
you for months and years to come.  So if you are in a high risk category—due to age or overall health—please 
continue to participate in our virtual worship services, which will continue indefinitely. 
Maintain social distancing of six feet.  Using every other pew will help with this request, but it is up to you to 
not to sit too close to someone else and to maintain appropriate spacing as you move to and from the sanctuary.  
Sadly, this means no handshakes, hugs, etc.  As you enter for worship we ask you to go directly to your seat and 
to leave and travel home immediately after the service ends. We also ask you to sit only with family members. 
Restrooms will be open, but, we ask you to use the restroom before coming to church.  We want restrooms to 
be for emergencies only during this time.  We will frequently clean restrooms on Sundays. 
Let worship be worship.  None of us is happy about these changes.  (It’s not as if change is what we do best in 
the church!)  So there will be some tendency to be distracted by what is different or what we miss.  Ask the Holy 
Spirit to remove the distractions and help you focus on God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer!
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Many of our Sunday School classes continue to meet 
virtually. This is a great time and opportunity to try out 
one of our classes! If you would like to get involved, 
contact Tommy at the church or at tommy@fbclaurens.

MINISTER ON CALL
One of our ministers will be on call every weekend, so 
if you have a need, please don’t hesitate to call us! The 
minister on call schedule is:

June 1-7 Adair Rogers 864-923-1631
June 8-14 Tommy Cox             864-684-7424 
June 15-21 Rickey Letson 678-230-8341
June 22-28 Adair Rogers 864-923-1631
June 29-July 5 Tommy Cox 864-684-7424
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Children’s Sunday School:  We know that virtual school 
and teaching has been hard and strenuous on parents 
since March!  With that in mind, we are providing children 
ages 4+ with an at-home Sunday School activity book 
with independent guided lessons beginning in June — no 
computer, no TV!  For children ages 3 and under, we will 
provide a Jesus Calling Devotional for Little Ones that parents 
can use at home. We hope you will enjoy these tools during 
this time of being away from your Sunday School classes 
over the summer months! 

Summer Activity Opportunity for Families!  Are you 
looking for a family-fun activity that is EASY and FREE!?  
Baking cookies together is on the agenda for the month 
of June!  Our Children’s Ministry will be offering a “Taste 
& See” Kit to all families with children birth to 5th grade.  
The kits will be ready for distribution on Friday, June 19th!  

FBC Children’s Ministry

For the Record - May 2020
May Needs to Date            $105,552.25
May Giving to Date                      $90,633.53
Year Needs to Date            $464,429.91
Year Giving to Date   $448,708.33

Congratulations to our College Graduates!
Summie Carlay
University of South Carolina
B.S. Sport & Entertain Management, Magna Cum Laude
Victoria Fleck
Vanderbilt University
M.Ed. Special Education
Jacob Freeze
Austin Peay State University
M.S. Health & Human Performance
Zach Kenemore
Clemson University
B.S. Management emphasis Supply Chain Management
Ella Orcutt
University of South Carolina
B.A. Psychology
Peyton Robertson
Wofford College
B.A. Economics with a Minor in Business 

Worship in June

With New Eyes . . .
How Scripture Refocuses Our Way of Seeing

 June 7 A New Way of  Telling Time
  Ephesians 5:15-21 

 June 14 A New Way of Doing Work
  Genesis 2:1-3

 June 21  A New Way of Approaching Family
  Matthew 12:46-49

 June 28 A New Way of Valuing Possessions
  Mark 10:17-22 

Sunday School is now on the radio! We will be offering 
a Sunday School time on WLBG on Tuesday afternoons 
at 3:00pm, beginning June 9. Leaders from our Adult 3  
(Senior Adult) classes will be leading lessons from the 
Exploring the Bible each week, and the class will last about 
30 minutes. This is a great opportunity for those who have 
not been able to join one of our virtual Sunday School 
classes. WLBG can be found on 860AM and 104.1FM. If 
you need an Exploring the Bible study guide, or if you have 
any questions, please contact Tommy at the church or at 
tommy@fbclaurens.org. Make plans now to join us on 
June 9!


