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THE TIE

VIRTUAL 3 DAY VBS
August 3, 4, & 5 at 10am

A link to the pre-recorded video will be provided 
daily via Facebook, Email, and our Website!

August 5: End of VBS Celebration! 

from 8-9pm in the church parking lot



AUGUST 2020
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Brian Harlan
Ashley Bragg

2
11am Worship 
on WLBG
Virtual worship 
available all day
Lee Cooper

3
Taeko Riddle
Jean Deason
David Corley
JP Pratt

4
3pm Adult SS WLBG 
Mike Lindley teaching
Bill Marchman
Tana Adams
Emily Reynolds
Penelope Kerber

5
8pm End of VBS 
Celebration
Elaine Sumerel

6
Natalie Rubio

7
Joe Kirby
Susan Corley

8
Kitty Stone
Kena Cox
Andrew Burroughs

9
11am Worship 
on WLBG
Virtual worship 
available all day

10
Hunter Holmes

11
3pm Adult SS WLBG 
Mark Freeze Teaching
5:30pm Golf Fellowship
Ruth Anne Sharp
Summie Carlay

12
Peggy Staggs
Brandon Addy
Kevin McCraney

13 14
Susan Sexton
Don Price
Kevin Dean
Alivee Coggins

15
Bart Cothran
Haymes Harlan

16
11am Worship 
on WLBG
Virtual worship 
available all day

17
Patrick Terrell
Jay Sherer
Caleb Reid

18
3pm Adult SS WLBG
Bill Craig Teaching
Mariel Fridy

19
Kirk Garrett
Lynn Craig

20
Ellen Bailes
Cindy Chandler

21
Julie Cooper
Matthew Turner

22
Cathy Little
Laura Taylor

23
11am Worship 
on WLBG
Virtual worship 
available all day
Nancy Chapman
Jerry Wright

24
Mellie Motes
Betsy Brown

25
3pm Adult SS WLBG
Martha Garrison Teaching
5:30pm Golf Fellowship
Sara-Frances Lail

26
Frankie Sherman
Ray Craft

27
Patricia Frost
Sandy Johnson
Natalie Fleck
Blll Tumblin
Merry Chandler

28
Barbara Ward
George Love
Linda Oliver
Sonya Croker

29

30
11am Worship 
on WLBG
Virtual worship 
available all day

31
Alice Brown

FBC Golf Fellowships in August!
We have two golf fellowships scheduled during the 
month of August. These will be on Tuesday, August 11 
and August 25. Each of these rounds will be played 
at Lakeside CC with a shotgun start at 5:30pm. We 
will play a nine-hole, Captain’s Choice format. Cost 
is $20 per golfer. 

Registration deadlines are at 5:00pm on the Sundays 
prior to the scheduled round. To register, simply 
call the church office or contact Tommy Cox at 
tommy@fbclaurens.org. 

Virtual VBS August 3-5 @ 10AM

Sunday School Opportunities
• Our Adult I and II Sunday School classes will 

continue to meet online at this time. If you are not 
involved in a Sunday School class and would like to 
join one of our virtual classes, now is a great time 
to get involved! 

• FBC Sunday School on the radio meets each 
Tuesday from 3:00-3:30pm on WLBG. Each week, 
teachers from our Adult III classes will be leading 
sessions from the Explore the Bible series. Teachers 
for the month of August are as follows: 

August 4 Mike Lindley Session 8 
August 11 Mark Freeze Session 9 
August 18 Bill Craig  Session 10
August 25 Martha Garrison   Session 11
For more information on either of these Sunday 
School opportunities, please contact Tommy Cox at 
the church office or at tommy@fbclaurens.org. 



A Different Sort of August….
I know that by now we had all hoped that things would be getting back to normal.  We would all love to wake 
up tomorrow and find schools resuming on time with no worries, churches starting to transition from summer 
programming to full Fall schedules and football and volleyball teams starting to practice in anticipation of their 
upcoming seasons.  Of course, that is not where we find ourselves.  Certainly we all still hope that schools will 
be able to return safely and that Fall sports will take place, but, we know that even as they return that it will all 
be characterized by procedures that are anything but normal.

The same remains true in our church.  We are continuing to try to figure out how to best navigate these days.  
A large part of that conversation so far has had to do with figuring out how to return to worship.  At the same 
time, over the next several weeks our staff will also be thinking through how we can best approach our school 
year activities such as Wednesday nights, Sunday evenings and events for children and youth that happen during 
the week.  While we are still in the thinking, planning and praying process, I want to share with you several things 
that I think will certainly characterize what life looks like at our church as the last weeks of summer begin to 
take place and as we all begin to look toward late August and September.

First, I am confident that we will be able to offer excellent programming.  We have a talented, dedicated and 
creative staff.  I have no doubt that even in these days we will be able to offer good things in the life of our 
church for all ages.  Second, I feel certain that some of the things that we like most about church in the school 
year will be able to take place.  One thing we are already doing is understanding that there are many things we 
can do with a large degree of safety as it relates to our weekly programs.  Recently, we have been hosting a few 
events in person mainly with small groups of adults and youth.  I strongly believe and hope that we will begin to 
do more and more of these type of events in the weeks ahead.  Third, I am equally confident that there will be 
some Fall programs that will not take place this year.  Without question some things that we normally do during 
the school year simply will not be possibilities.  We will all have to accept that.  Finally, I also believe that we will 
continue to see creative attempts to do long time ministries in new ways that are best for this time in which we 
live.  While these have been hard days for churches in some ways, we have to say that churches have also been 
at their most creative in these days too.  We are learning how to experience life together in ways we would 
have never imagined before. We will continue to devise new ways of doing church and we will be better for it.

Yes, it will be a different sort of August, September and Fall.  But, that doesn’t mean it can’t be a very good season 
in our lives of faith…Rickey

Missions/Ministry Opportunity
The Crisis Center of the Laurens 
Baptist Association will be 
collecting toothpaste for the 
Connie Maxwell Children’s Home 
during the month of August. If you 
would like to donate a tube of 
toothpaste, you may bring it by the 
church office or take it directly to 
the Crisis Center by Wednesday, 
August 28. If you have questions, 
please contact Tommy Cox in the 
church office.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

First Baptist Deacons & Committees
In their July Meeting, our Fellowship of Deacons along with the full 
support of our Ministerial Staff made the decision to leave current 
Deacons and First Baptist Committees in place through the end of the 
year.  Our goal is to have new Deacons installed and to change over 
committees in January of 2021.  Of course, this is not our usual practice.  
Our Constitution and By-Laws call for our church to elect new Deacons 
in May with the expectation that they will take office in September.  At 
the same time, September 1 is also when new committees assume their 
roles and responsibilities.  However, both the election of Deacons and 
the approval of committee nominees must be done by the church in 
person in called Business Meetings.  At the moment, we do not know 
when we will resume in person worship.  Likewise, our expectation is 
that even when we do resume in person services many of our members 
will likely not feel that they can attend.  This means that it might yet be 
some time before we have a critical number of members available in 
person to be able to conduct this type of business.  In turn, waiting until 
January gives us the needed grace period with the hope that the time will 
come later this Fall when we can carry out this business with a strong 
representation from our congregation present.  These are unusual and 
challenging days and we thank both Deacons and committee members 
who were slated to end their tenures of service in August for their 
willingness to continue to serve us.



MINISTER ON CALL
One of our ministers will be on call every weekend, so 
if you have a need, please don’t hesitate to call us! The 
minister on call schedule is:

July 27-Aug 2 Rickey Letson 678-230-8341
August 3-9 Adair Rogers 864-923-1631
August 10-16 Tommy Cox 864-684-7424
August 17-23 Rickey Letson 678-230-8341
August 24-30 Adair Rogers 864-923-1631
Aug 31-Sept 6 Tommy Cox 864-684-7424
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

___________________________________________

FBC Children’s Ministry

Opportunities for Worship and Study at First Baptist
• Online worship every Sunday.  The service can be found 

on our website, our app or on our Facebook page.
• An abbreviated worship service is also broadcast 

on WLBG (860 AM) every Sunday at 11:00am.
• Wednesday Reflection and Prayer Concerns. 

Available on our website or our app each Wednesday.
• A Senior Adult Sunday school lesson is broadcast 

on WLBG (860 AM) every Tuesday at 3:00pm.  
If you’re unable to see or hear our services online or 
on the radio, please call the church office and we’ll be 
glad to mail you a transcript of the sermon along with 
selected announcements and updates.

For the Record - July 2020
July Needs to Date $84,441.80
July Giving to Date           $70,886.94
Year Needs to Date  $633,313.52
Year Giving to Date $611,647.87

First Baptist Worship in August
August 2   Now, But Not Yet 
 I Samuel 3:7-9
August 9 An Heir of God
 Galatians 4:4-7
August 16 Finding Ourself in the Story: Yeast 
 Matthew 13:33-35
August 23 Finding Ourself in the Story: Hidden Treasure 
 Matthew 13:44
August 30 Finding Ourself in the Story: A Fishing Net 
 Matthew 13:47-52

Our youth enjoyed “Parking Lot Worship” on Wednesday 
night, July 22.  This was a time for our youth to come together, 
sing and enjoy a time of personal reflection.  The youth 
also had the opportunity to share with their leaders some 
of the important characteristics they feel our new youth 
minister should possess.  Those ideas will be passed on to 
our Personnel Committee as they continue the process 
of searching for a new youth minister. We anticipate more 
youth parking lot services in the weeks ahead.

• August 3-5:  Virtual VBS

• August 5: End of VBS Celebration! KING OF POPS 
from 8-9pm in the church parking lot.

• Children’s Sunday School News: Continue working on 
your assigned lessons each Sunday for a chance to win 
a $20 gift card of your choice!


