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November Diverge News
Hitting the Ground Running
It's been a great !rst few weeks here at FBC! Thank you for all your kind words to us as we moved back, and I'm excited to be getting into
the swing of things with Diverge Student Ministries. These are certainly di"erent times and we've had to make adjustments on the #y
several times already, so I'm especially thankful for the patience and grace you've shown in this time. I'm sure we haven't seen the last of
Covid related adjustments, but as long as everyone uses common sense and best practices we can continue to have as close to a normal
schedule as possible. Thanks again for the warm welcome, looking forward to continuing to get acquainted and re-acquainted with you all.
Andrew
andrew@fbclaurens.org
(864) 923-5841
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REST (Winter Retreat 2021)
January 15 - January 17
Today's teenagers are more worn out and stressed out than any generation before them, and
there are pages of statistics to back that up. In the face of a world that overworks, over
schedules, and overwhelms so many of us Jesus o"ers rest and restoration for the tired, weary
and beat-down. If those words describe you, I hope you'll join in January as we dive into Jesus'
words in Matthew 11:28-30:

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you REST.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will !nd REST for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
Come away with us. Let's !nd REST together

Total Cost - $100. $25 deposit due December 9, Balance due January 15
Register Here
Weekly Schedule
Sunday Nights (thru 12/6)*
5pm - Middle School Sunday School/High School Handbells
5:45pm - Snack Supper
6:15 - Middle School Handbells/High School Sunday School
* Sunday morning worship opportunities at 8:30 and 9:30
Wednesday Night (thru 12/9)
6pm - W.O.W (Worship on Wednesdsays), all grades

Upcoming Dates to Remember
11/29 - MS Handbells in Worship
12/6 - HS Handbells in Worship
12/9 - Christmas Party, $25 Winter Retreat Dep. Due
12/13 - MS Handbells in Worship

Getting Tue Know You Meals
11/10 - 11th Grade
11/17 - 10th Grade
11/24 - 9th Grade
12/1 - 8th Grade
12/8 - 7th Grade
12/15 - 6th Grade
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Celebrate Your Family Identity
Jim Burns -President of HomeWord and Executive Director of the HomeWord Center for Youth and Family at Azusa Paci!c University
On Monday nights when our girls were growing up, Cathy and I would take them to the Golden Spoon for frozen yogurt after dinner. The
weekly yogurt run was part of our family identity --- part of what made us who we were. Even the neighbors knew our routine and
sometimes shouted to-go orders as we pulled out of our driveway. Our three daughters are now grown, but when our family gets
together, we still make trips to the Golden Spoon. It's one of those simple traditions that have kept our family bonds strong.
Not surprisingly, a strong family identity also helps children develop a strong and healthy self-identity. Knowing what makes their family
unique --- traditions, values, and ways of relating to one another --- gives children a clear starting point for discovering their own place in
the world. Studies have shown that kids who identify with their family's values tend to be less promiscuous and face less risk of drug and
alcohol abuse.
I'm a big fan of parents who make the e"ort to build a strong family identity. But how is it done? Here are three principles that I believe are
critical to the process.
1. Be present. Children regard your presence in their lives as a sign of care and connectedness. Families who eat meals together, play
together, and build traditions together thrive. Your presence matters! Does your family eat together at least four times a week? If so, there
is a greater chance your kids will perform better in school and be less likely to exhibit negative behavior.
2. Celebrate everything! Don't miss a single chance to celebrate your family. You can celebrate birthdays, graduations, and other rites of
passage, but don't miss out on celebrating life's smaller occasions such as Little League victories, learned skills, and school achievements.
3. Talk about faith. For some families, spiritual discussions are easier said than done. But having faith conversations with your kids helps to
build your family identity. They also help your kids build strong convictions, as they get older. When you regularly expose your kids to
God's truth, it can, as a friend of mine says, "help them develop a sweet tooth for Jesus." And that's something far better than buying your
kids frozen yogurt at the Golden Spoon.
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