
First Baptist Family,

Good morning.  We hope you and your families are doing well as a new week and new month
begins.   As  many  of  you  know,  our  Deacon  Fellowship  and  our  ministerial  staff  met  late
yesterday  afternoon to  discuss next  steps for  our  congregation  related  to  the  virus  and its
present effect on our community.   It  was a good meeting and we are fortunate to have the
wisdom and guidance of those who serve us in leadership at this time.  In turn, we want to share
with you the unanimous decisions that were made.  

First, our Deacons were unanimous in the decision to resume worship and weekly activities
immediately.   Our weekly activities will resume as of tomorrow, February 2nd.   Our in person
worship will resume this coming Sunday, February 7, with services as 8:30am and 9:30am.  Of
course, online and radio options will remain available on Sundays.

Second, our Deacons were also unanimous in their belief that we must resume with a renewed
commitment to being as safe as we possibly can be.  While numbers are improving, they remain
extremely high in our community including infection rates and the number of those in our area
hospitals.   In  light  of  this,  and out  of  respect  for  our  fellow church members,  our  Deacons
strongly request that you please wear a mask when coming to either worship or activities.  They
also strongly ask that you please direct your children and students to wear masks as they come
to activities for their age groups.    To be helpful,  disposable masks will  also continue to be
available at entry points should you forget to bring your own.  The Deacons also ask that masks
be kept on, to the best of your ability, at all times while in the building  even when at a safe
distance from one another.  Finally, our Deacons ask that you help us by keeping your distance
and not lingering before or after services.  

Like all of you, we know that wearing masks and minimizing our fellowship with each other is not
what any of us want to do.  But, we do want to look out for the well being of one another.  And,
with cases at such a high level, we must all do what we can to be as safe as possible so that we
can continue to offer in person opportunities.  Of course, our hope is that with further distribution
of the vaccine and with case loads going down over time that we can adjust some of these
safety measures at some point in the future.  But, for now, we ask you to please help us make
our opportunities as safe as they can possibly be.

Third, for the moment we will continue to delay resuming Sunday School.   Sunday School is
definitely the next ministry of our church that we want to restart in person.  However, we want to
get  other activities back up and running first.   Then,  we will  announce a new start  date for
Sunday School.  Rest assured that we will begin to work on that date this week and we will make
an announcement regarding Sunday School soon.

Finally, we thank you for your understanding, patience, flexibility and support of our church and
leadership.   These  are  challenging  times  with  challenging  decisions.   Your  prayers  and
encouragement are great appreciated.
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