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DECEMBER 2022

Our CHRristTmAS Eve Service oN December 24
is AT 2:00 PM. NoO NURSERY is provided. We
will light The Christ Candle; Tim Will lead
us iN A MEeditation, ANd WE Will sHARE iN THE
Celebration of THe Lord's SupperR TOGETHER!

Christmas DAy, December 27, is A casual
MORNING Of woRsHip AT 10:70am.  CHildren
ARE ENCOURAGEd TO cOME iN THEIR CHRisTMAS
pajamas! THere will be No Sunday School. or
NURSERY ON THis day.

Our CHRisSTMAS -G?kﬁuq-fo OREi -.---
Missions,Goaliis $40,000.00. =

. :'5=:cr ER‘CONT n iNG

> 4 '__':.;-Jl,we q u SION
X "_\.* ‘.1 & b el wd




slied ASulo|,

sAepijoH sew)suyd 104 paso|d SIYO Y24nyd

J3|puryD EijPWY

POOMIIPU d3UDY pJedry weg 09 91
MOUD) s3I YaIwsg euID ueaypod wif AuQ diysaopp
Apauuay| eliel 1jne9) uedon ulquny ;g uedug wif ‘A19sanp| 40 [ooyds Aepung oN|
1€ 0€ 6C 8¢ LT 9¢ 14
wnydu 31nf
Aed
sewIslyD _oo%um y3iH wdg
1YSIOAN 192;
uoldwo?) sima meMwO Aadeg sewnsuy> _o_wcu%\w__u_uwv&
SMOPE3| SUABAA [24oWNg wi 1YSJOAA
IAISS J9840H yo ur 3uis sJioy?) [ooyasald
aA3 seunslyD wdg uoixag ydjey | weyukes) sajreyd Auely uniquin Aof 1980y AJuaH J3|S3Y| SAOUEY JUBAPY JO ABpUNS Y1Un04
144 114 [44 1T 0¢ 61 8l
A1u3] oheq
Apmg 3|qiq 3npy wdgy
JojAe] epuaiq u-douq uooeaq widg-¢
u3| |V Yo'y diysIopn
UOSLIIEE) BYIJB] Jayd3914 qog Suiddoj |Kusy> ul 3uis oy INPY/>g YINox
Jayseq Ajiwg Je2Y,O 1025 dnoug 3umiuy| wdg 1102s3Ud uely qug [IIAA JUSAPY/ JO AepuNg puIy |
Ll 91 ql 4l €l Cl I
uos.aaned As|ysy 91197 uepJof
su1S307) UOISIAA 2JOWRUUIY| Wo] suang aIxe|
Jo|Ae] ueA] supjus| euuy uosdwoy | 194e3.e|] BSOY wnya3py 43 Apmsg 9|qig Inpy wdg
swen) Awrejjag ueq 29s 01 Jauuig diysmojjp4 | suoissijy udiauog uo siseydwy
AovpoH suqqey dwems pno.ag ausjJieyd Y2[9AA AdusH yanop %3 uaJp|iyD wdg | sewasiyd) 3npy Joluag wdg S)|ue. BUYIIRL Wdy JUSAPY JO ABpuUNg puOdag
0l 6 8 L 9 S 4
MO BSSI[D
dulig euuy wnygip| Buuy
€ C
AVA@INLVS AvVAdldd AVANNS

S AT

AL




From Our Pastor...

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will
stand forever. (Isaiah 40:8, NRSV)

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not
return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth
and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall
my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in
the thing for which | sent it. (Isaiah 55:10-11, NRSV)

Words.

Words come cheaply these days.We scribble, scratch, jot, text,
tweet, and type. We abbreviate, create acronyms, and toss
about words like balloons.

However, in the days of Isaiah, words were jewels. Parchment
was rare. Few wrote. Fewer could afford to write. And, few
could read. Yet all could hear. Words crafted in just the right
rhythm, with choice, poignant, timeless and timely words would
accompany their audience for a lifetime.

| once heard a pastor say while expressing appreciation for the church
music, “No one ever left church humming the sermon!” How true!

Yet, the words of the prophets were written with such care
that those who heard remembered them. They memorized
them upon hearing. More than that, they internalized them.
The people of Israel witnessed calamity upon calamity as
their beloved Jerusalem laid in ruins, including its Temple to
their God.These words provided hope that God would act on
their behalf to restore their land. They promised peace, that
God’s rule would mean the end of war, conflict and chaos.
They proclaimed joy. Not only would God do something in the
future, he would accompany them on the journey, giving reason
to celebrate. He would demonstrate his steadfast love with his
presence in their midst,becoming a part of their lives. Lastly, he
would illuminate a dark world with the truth of his character
and purpose in saving this world — through himself.

And when the LORD made a promise — when He gave his
priceless, carefully crafted words — the people knew that they
would be fulfilled. After all they had witnessed this in Abraham,
Moses, Joshua, Samuel, and David. They knew God’s promises
would be fulfilled in God’s time.

Observing Advent is to live daily in a fallen world as part of a
community that is convinced that the promises of the LORD
in scripture will come to pass to redeem creation and bring
salvation. It is living with hope, when the world promises no
hope. It is living with love, even in a context of competition and
conflict. It is living with joy, even when circumstances warrant
sadness or anger. It is living with peace in a world of war.We
have words that remind us of such.

Even more so, at Advent we remember the Word who became
flesh and embodied hope, love, joy and peace for us! Join us as
we celebrate Advent and Christmas this December!

Grace and peace,
Tim

Reading the Christmas Story
for All It’s Worth

Sundays, December 4 & | 1, 6:00 PM, Bobo Hall

Join Pastor Tim for a brief mini study of Luke’s
account of the birth of Jesus. Luke has undertaken
the task of reporting an “orderly account” of Jesus
for a benefactor, Theophilus, and choses to begin
his gospel unlike any other. With the miraculous
births of John the Baptist and Jesus Christ, Luke
indicates that God is working out his plan to
change this world forever, change the hearts of
humanity forever, and to turn the world upside
down for its own good and his glory! Join us as we
read these stories, mine them for truth, uncover
their significance for early Christians and reveal

their relevance for today. Join us Sundays at 6:00
PM, December 4 & | | in Bobo Hall!

2022 Advent Devotional Booklets

The devotion guides are now available for you
and your family! This calendar of daily devotions
helps steer us to focus on what matters most
throughout the hustle and bustle of the Advent
season. These free booklets are located on the
table in the Sanctuary vestibule, on the table
outside the main office, and on the table in the
Rotunda. Quantities are limited, so only one per
family please!

Attention Men!

Our Men’s Groups will be “pausing” during the
month of December but will restart in January
2023.The details on our next study will be made
available later in the month. The new year will
offer a great opportunity to get involved with one

of our Men’s Studies, so make plans now to join
us in 2023!

Senior Adult Christmas Dinner

December 6 at 6:00pm in Bobo Hall

Lee Brothers is catering and the Kingdom Come
Vocal Ensewmble is providing our Christmas
musical program for the evening! Sign up on the
pew pads today!

Transportation Ministry

There is a growing need within our congregation
for transport assistance to and from doctor’s
appointments, If you would be willing to
participate in our Transportation Ministry, please
call the church office or sign up on the pew pads.
By agreeing to help, you are simply committing to
helping when you can.
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<t.f First Baptist . MINISTER ON CALL

(S rhoren : One of our ministers will be on call every weekend, so
if you have a need, please don’t hesitate to call us! The
minister on call schedule is:

¢ December 7, 6-7pm-ALL children (and youth!!!) are

invited to come and see Dan Bellamy share The Christmas Nov 28-Dec 4 Adair Rogers 864-923-163|
Story in the Youth Room! A parent or grandparent should December 5-11  Andrew Corley 864-923-584 |
accompany any children 4K and under. Dan tours the December 12-18 Tommy Cox 864-684-7424

U.S. captivating young audiences through his unique ability December 19-25 Elizabeth Franklin ~ 803-960-9099
to tell stories of hope using amazing balloon sculptures

that point children to Jesus! Balloons will transform in his Dec 26-Jan| Adair Rogers 864-923-1631

hands into life-size works of art, reflecting the truth of Financial Record - November 2022

Scripture in a way that captivates kids’ hearts and minds! October Needs: $87,331.20
* December 10-Who doesn’t love going to watch the Swamp October Giving: $123,660.23

Rabbits play hockey?! Now’s your chance! FBC has a group 2022 Giving to Date: $1,000,523.04

of reservgc! tierts anfj Yve’d love fo.r your f.amily to join us! 2022 Needs to Date $1,047,974.40

Anyone, is invited! This is a Recreation Ministry event. Call

the church office to sign up! THETIE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
* December 18-Our Preschool Choirs will be singing their First Baptist. (Fhurch Us. PosFage Paid

300 West Main St Permit No. 70

Christmas music during worship! Invite your family &

friends! Laurens, SC 29360 Laurens, SC 29360
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

* December 24-Christmas Eve Service at 5pm: No nursery
is provided. Children and families are encouraged to
enjoy this time of worship together!

* December 25 — Join us for a casual morning of worship
at 10:30am celebrating the birth of Jesus! Children are
encouraged to come in their Christmas pajamas! There
will be no Sunday School or nursery on this day.

Meet our New Members!

Thank you so much to our church family for all the ways you

have supported our Student Ministry over the last year!
This year nearly 100 different students attended camps,
retreats, and conferences in South Carolina, Georgia, and
Tennessee. 9 different High School and Middle School
sports teams received financial gifts from our church. 30
students were able to attend FCA Football camp over
the summer. In addition to our weekly meeting times we
hosted game nights, 5th Quarters,and other special events
for students from our church and community. None of
that would be possible without your support and prayers.
Thank you for everything you do for our students!

Student Ministry Dates
* Final Wednesday Night - December 7 Ellis Chandler

e Christmas Parties - December 18, Middle School after
church in Bobo Hall, High School at 6pm

RECREATION $ MINISTRY

Join us at the Greenville Swamp Rabbits for our final
recreation event of the year, Saturday December 0!

Graysén I?orsyth




